METHODIST UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT

Methodist University, historically supported by the North Carolina Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church, owes its origin and values

to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. The University is committed to an
ecumenical spirit, respects diversity, and recognizes the dignity and worth

of all human beings. The University’s programs are based on the conviction
that a liberally-educated person is sensitive to the needs and rights of others.
Methodist University affirms the importance of intellectual values and ethical
principles such as truth, virtue, justice, and love. The University community
seeks to develop whole persons who will contribute substantially and creatively
to the professions and to civic life. Therefore, Methodist University provides
opportunities for spiritual, academic, and social growth, to the end that students
may acquire enlightened minds and responsible spirits, as well as a continuing
thirst for knowledge.

The purpose of Methodist University is to provide an undergraduate and
graduate education firmly grounded in the liberal arts tradition that nurtures
moral values and ethical decision making; to provide distinctive professional
and graduate programs that complement the undergraduate programs; to
provide educational and cultural services and resources to the community; and
to prepare students for a variety of careers and educational pursuits.

CONTACT INFORMATION
— )

Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor
Vice President for Mission Integration & Student Well-Being;
University Chaplain
ktaylor@methodist.edu
910.630.7515

Ruth Carr
Director of Religious Life & Community Service
rcarr@methodist.edu
910.630.7157
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INSPIRATION = EDUCATION = COMMUNITY

Elevate your skills.

Broaden your perspectives.
Nurture your inner growth.
Live your mission.

Fall 2024 Programs
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.




NOVEMBER

Are you ready to embark on a transformative personal and academic journey? Join us for
CIRCUIT, a weekly opportunity to elevate your skills, broaden your perspectives, and nurture
your inner growth. CIRCUIT is open to all - no grades, no pressure — only opportunity.

CIRCUIT is not just another program; it is a dynamic space where individuals from diverse
backgrounds come together to share their stories, learn from one another, and cultivate a
deep sense of belonging. Education is not confined to textbooks and classrooms alone; it is a
lifelong journey that thrives on exchanging ideas, perspectives, and experiences. CIRCUIT
encourages critical thinking, healthy disagreement, intellectual curiosity, and a lifelong love
for learning - enabling individuals to contribute actively to living out the University's mission.

CIRCUIT draws its name from the legendary circuit riders in Methodism and their
commitment to spreading knowledge, inspiring faith, and building diverse communities.
CIRCUIT embodies the spirit of exploration, engagement, and impact demonstrated by
Francis Asbury, featured on the Methodist University seal. This spirit translates to today’s MU
campus in a weekly CIRCUIT that creates energy by connecting education, inspiration, and
community.

Each Wednesday at 11 a.m., CIRCUIT hosts multiple engaging events designed to deepen
our community’s knowledge of the University mission, spark inspiration, ignite conversations,
and encourage personal growth — body, mind, and spirit. From thought-provoking panel
discussions to interactive workshops and spiritual practice, we strive to create an environment
where you can discover your passion, develop your skills, and probe your unique mission.

For the first time, Methodist University is introducing the “First Five” series! Join us for an
exciting start to your journey at Methodist University with the new CIRCUIT series. Designed
to help new students orient to the campus, build lasting friendships, and acquire the essential
tools for a successful first semester and beyond, this series is your perfect introduction to
campus life. The series is geared toward new students, but all are welcome and encouraged

to attend!

Use the corresponding icons to better understand the type of CIRCUIT events offered:

‘ “FIRST FIVE” + INSPIRATION
< EDUCATION }“ COMMUNITY

Italicized words and phrases indicate the missional value from the Methodist University
Mission Statement (mentioned on back of booklet) connected to the event.




AUGUST

Wednesday, October 16
€ 4 8} Creativity and Freedom

Tori Hord, Associate Professor of Graphic Design; Andrew Priefo, Assistant Professor
of Art; and Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor, University Chaplain

Makerspace (Reeves Fine Arts Complex

Discover the intersection of spirituality and innovation in “The Creator in the Makerspace”
Visit the new Makerspace on campus and explore how religious concepts of creation inspire
and inform hands-on creativity in a dynamic, collaborative environment.

Nurtures moral values and ethical decision-making

Wednesday, October 23

< University Chapel Service: What and Who Identifies

Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor, University Chaplain

Hensdale Chapel

In spiritual issues, it is customary for us to consider God first, but we tend to think that it
is inappropriate and unnecessary to consider God first in the practical, everyday issues of
our lives. How does this very human tendency impact one’s sense of identity and the way
one navigates life?

Owes its origin and values to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ

@88 € DEI Lunch and Learn: Global Diversity Awareness Month

Gavin Myrick, Director of Belonging & Inclusion

Alumni Dining Room

Students will have the opportunity to explore the diversity evident throughout the world
and how that diversity impacts MU.

Respects diversity

Wednesday, October 30

University Chapel Service: The G.O.A.T. and the Kingdom
Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor, University Chaplain
Hensdale Chapel
The Greatest of All Time. We can name them: Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, Simone Biles,
Beyoncé, and Taylor Swift. Athletes and celebrities who dominate on the field and stage. We
find them everywhere, even in the hidden places where the Kingdom of God breaks through.
Owes its origin and values to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ

@88 € PDA: Personal Digital Archiving

Arleen Fields, Assistant Director of Library Services and Archives Librarian

Davis Memorial Library Seminar Room SEPTEMBER
When you tell your grandchildren about your time at MU, will you also be able to share

any of those thousands of pictures and videos that are (or were) on your phone? If you

have print photographs and records, how do you make sure that they'll be accessible in

the future? Join us for a discussion on simple ways to preserve these memories.

Enlightened minds and responsible spirits




Wednesday, September 4

&8} Get the Scoop on Well-Being
The Quad (11 a.m. = 1 p.m.)
Join us for a day of discovery and empowerment, in which you can explore a wide range
of resources to enhance your physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being. Enjoy
a tasty treat, interact with the well-being wheel, and enter for your chance to win a Yeti
cooler or Apple headphones!
Develop whole persons who will contribute substantially and creatively to the professions
and civic life

Wednesday, September 11

University Chapel Service: Bystander Intervention
Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor, University Chaplain
Hensdale Chapel
The date 9/11/2001 is forever stamped into history as a day of both horror and help.
Whether you experienced that day in person or have only read about it in a textbook, you
can likely relate to the range of emotions the day evokes. In this time of remembrance
and hope, we'll reflect on Psalm 46 and explore the power of stepping up in times of crisis
and finding solace in God’s unwavering presence amid turmoil.
Owes its origin and values to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ

@ 78 Stand Up, Speak Out!

Huff Concert Hall

This interactive presentation will challenge and educate you to be a responsible citizen
of the campus community, as we role-play bystander intervention and ways to empower
one another to stand up and speak out to keep our community safe.

Affirms ethical principles...develop responsible spirits

Wednesday, September 18

@8 Convocation
Dr. Derek Greenfield
Huff Concert Hall
Our convocation speaker is Dr. Derek Greenfield, a visionary speaker, consultant, educator,
and thought leader dedicated to inclusive excellence and positive change. With his dynamic
and interactive approach, creative ideas, track record of success, and sense of humor, Dr.
Greenfield’s clients include CBS Sports, the National Black Student Leadership Conference,
MIT, The Ohio State University Football Team, and the NBA’s Milwaukee Bucks.
Recognizes the dignity and worth of all human beings

Wednesday, September 25
University Chapel Service: Reputation (Taylor’s Version)
Rev. Dr. Kelli W. Taylor, University Chaplain
Hensdale Chapel
Join us as we explore the true essence of love and faith inspired by the “word” on the
street! Discover how the greatest commandment calls us to live with integrity and
kindness, shaping our reputation in the eyes of God and our community.
Owes its origin and values to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ

OCTOBER




